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https://www.facebook.com/TomLantosInstitute
https://www.youtube.com/@TLIbudapest
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tom-lantos-institute/

Learn, educate, change.

Rights and justice for national or ethnic,
linguistic and religious minorities

The Tom Lantos Institute (TLI) is an independent human and minority rights organisation
with a particular focus on Jewish and Roma communities, and on Hungarian and other ethnic
or national, linguistic and religious minorities. It is a Budapest-based organisation with a
multi-party Board of Trustees, an international Executive Committee, and Advisory Board. TLI
operates internationally in terms of scope, funding, staff and partners. As a research and
education platform, TLI aims to bridge the gaps between research and policy, norms and
practice.

TLI focuses on three specific issue areas. These are: Human Rights of Minorities; Roma Rights
and Citizenship; and Jewish Life.

The operational expenses of TLI are covered by the annual grant of the Hungarian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Research and Project Highlights

e ASSESSING THE UN FORUM ON MINORITY ISSUES

e GLOBAL MINORITY RIGHTS SUMMER SCHOOL

¢ MINORITY FORUM INFO

¢ ROMA REPRESENTATION IN PUBLIC SPACES: RESEARCH AND DATABASE

e THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE OF HUNGARIAN JEWRY OUTSIDE THE CAPITAL
e SHALOMEDU DATABASE
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Databases

The MinorityForum.Info website is a searchable and user-friendly database of documents
related to the UN Forum on Minority Issues that aims to increase access to information
on minority rights standards and implementation, and to improve interaction with the
UN Forum. Through this database, 2,012 statements made at the Forum are accessible, in
addition to documents related to the Regional Forums on Minority Issues (2019, 2020,
2021, 2022), other relevant UN documents that focus on minority issues, a video library,
a subpage of datasets relevant to the human rights of minorities, and a database of
minority rights guides developed by international and civil society organisations. In
2024, we continued updating the database with new documents, and shared weekly
minority rights-related news items in the “News” subpage.
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https://www.minorityforum.info/

Romakaztér is an online map and searchable database where the results of TLI's research on
Roma representations in Hungary's public spaces can be accessed. The database aims to

increase awareness of these representations and enhance understanding of Roma culture and
history as well as their contribution to Hungarian society. In 2024, the database was further
updated with 28 new entries. Also we created a short video to raise awareness about the
database among the Roma youth community.
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Shalomedu is an online database where non-formal educational initiatives on antisemitism, the
Holocaust and Jewish life in Hungary are accessible and searchable. The goal of the platform is
to facilitate the use of these initiatives in schools and their integration into the national
curriculum.
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A SHALOMEDU az antiszemitizmusrdl, a Holokausztrdl, illetve zsiddsdgrol 2616, Magyarorszagon megvaldsuld nem formalis oktatasi
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https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://tomlantosinstitute.hu/hu/tevekenysegunk/romak-emberi-es-allampolgari-jogai/publikaciok/roma-reprezentacio-magyarorszag-kozterein.html
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=446589574699531&rdid=Yzu3DVHWbDHbL43j
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://romakozter.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://shalomedu.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://shalomedu.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://shalomedu.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://shalomedu.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://shalomedu.tomlantosinstitute.hu/
https://shalomedu.tomlantosinstitute.hu/

Educational Initiatives

The twelfth Global Minority Rights Summer School, co-organised with the Ludovika University
of Public Service, and the Human Rights Consortium, School of Advanced Study, University of
London, took place in Budapest from July 7-12, 2024. This year’s Summer School had a special
focus on “Environmental Justice and Minority Rights.” Nine experts and prominent academics
were invited from all over the world to lead the discussions for the selected 21 applicants,
who came from 19 countries and four global regions to participate in the week-long workshop.
Among the expert speakers was Professor Nicolas Levrat, UN Special Rapporteur on Minority

Issues. In addition to theoretical knowledge, participants gained practical skills for engaging
with the global governance structures of minority rights, including engagement with relevant
UN Treaty Bodies and the formulation and presentation of interventions at the UN Forum on
Minority Issues.

o
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12 July 2024, Budapest
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https://www.tomlantosinstitute.hu/what-we-do/human-rights-of-minorities/events/call-for-applications-global-minority-rights-summer-school-gmrss-2024.html

Educational Initiatives in the Jewish Life Programme

Several educational projects were organised as part of our ongoing
work to focus on Jewish Life outside the capital. All three city
projects shared the common goal of raising awareness of Jewish
culture and history.

In the "Ko6r6l Kére” project, students from Papa learned about
Jewish religious traditions through cemetery visits, lectures, and
student presentations.

In Nagykanizsa, two thematic walking routes were created for
adults: one based on the locations of recently placed Botlatdékovek
(stumbling stones), and the other highlighting key sites related to
the Charitable Israelite Women's Association.

In Sopron, students researched buildings linked to Jewish heritage,
interviewed a Holocaust survivor, and plan to present their findings
through guided walks and short films.

In 2024, we launched a research project in collaboration with
MAROM Association, to preserve the memory of the Holocaust, with
a special focus on involving young people. As part of the project, a
90-minute, interactive theatrical performance was created, titled
“Dobozaink” (“Our Boxes”), which was presented to threee groups
of students: on 12 September at the Raoul Wallenberg Health
Vocational School, on 3 October at Arany Janos High School and on
18 December at the Eotvos Jozsef High School in Szeged.
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Events

TLI staff attended the 17™ session of the
UN Forum on Minority Issues held in
Geneva on 28-29 November 2024. The
thematic focus of the session was
“Minority  Representation and  Self-
Representation in Public Spaces and
Discourses.” TLI's Program Manager for
Roma Rights and Citizenship, Ildikd Torok,

was invited to give an expert presentation

under item 1: “Minority Representation in
Public Spaces.” Her presentation
highlighted the work of TLI in this area, in
particular  its research on  Roma
representation in public spaces in Hungary.
The video recording of the Forum can be
viewed on UN WebTV. TLI was also pleased
to meet alumni of the Global Minority

Rights Summer School at the Forum, and

congratulates them on their contributions

. 28 N(;:;gmber 2024, Geneva
to the session.

| TOROK F. GIRAUT

initiate new representations. In Nogradmegyer, a
small settlement in North Hungary

28 November 2024, Geneva

T

>>: Thank you. I now go to the Atalaki >> Thank you, Madam Chair. My name is RinaM,
association or organization I'm an OHCHR fellow and belong to Albanian people in

29 November 2024, Geneva
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https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1z/k1z8qifm3u

In June, TLI Director, Anna-Maria Biro, and Corinne Lennox, TLI Advisory Board member and Senior
Lecturer at the School of Advanced Study - University of London, delivered a presentation at the
~DIVERCITY @ CityLawSchool WORKSHOP 2024 Co-organized by the City University of London,
and the Minority Rights Solidarity Network (MRSN), the aim of the workshop was to critique and
improve minority stakeholder accessibility to UN platforms for advocating minority rights, drawing
on the knowledge and experience of minority civil society stakeholders, UN personnel, and
academics.

On 10 July, Marcus Oda, TLI's Progamme Manager for the human rights of minorities, gave two
lectures at the Hrant Dink Minority Rights Academy in Istanbul, Turkey, a programme for Turkish
minority rights defenders aimed at discussing minority rights and strengthening minority rights
advocacy. His lectures focused on minority rights, advocacy, and the UN system of minority
protection.

10 July 2024, Istanbul

On 7 July 2024, we organised a workshop on the topic of "Decolonisation and Minority Rights".
The participating academics and minority rights experts discussed the various ways in which
critical perspectives of decolonisation can enrich the interpretation of international minority
rights standards and contribute to the creation of new norms.
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The European Practitioners Network Against Antisemitism (EPNA) held a workshop in Belgrade on
13 - 15 November. The theme of the event was "Examining Antisemitism and Disinformation in
the Digital Space.” In addition to attending a number of interesting presentations, TLI staff
members participated in the development of several projects, and had the opportunity to engage
in dialogue with many organizations with similar profiles.

14 November 2024, Belgrade

As part of our project on Jewish Life outside In October, TLI presented the Institute’s
the capital, TLI continued to support the work on the Roma Representation in Public
organisation of an annual event Spaces Project at the Department of
commemorating_Jewish life in Satoraljaujhely, Interdisciplinary Historical Studies of ELTE
which took place on 30 October 2024. University, then in November, at the Identity

and Cultural Heritage Conference, organized
by Romano Kher Budapest Cultural Center.
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https://www.facebook.com/KherRomano/posts/pfbid0Aiakb1ETYjxjXbRqdF4zSN8khii4M1H9WDtrzgPoZA7GiM78tqdoV13gBZRveogkl
https://www.facebook.com/events/1471663316863281?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22:%5B%7B%22mechanism%22:%22attachment%22,%22surface%22:%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D,%22ref_notif_type%22:null%7D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=md2OapVhKkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=md2OapVhKkA

Publications

Highlighting the groundbreaking work and lasting impact of two Roma women, short videos
were published about Maria Laszlé and GoOngyi Racz as part of our Roma Rights and
Citizenship programme.

TLI also supported the publication of a book titled “The Memory of the Jews of Bia-Torbagy”,
which documents the history of the rural Jewish communities of Biatorbagy. The book
launch event took place on 17 November 2024, featuring a commemorative walk organized
by the local government and a roundtable discussion with the authors.

On 1 December, we presented two short documentaries at the Budapest Jewish and Israeli
Film Festival. The short films focused on three towns in Transdanubia where civil volunteers
work to preserve and make accessible the heritage of rural Jewry and the local memory of
Jews. The screening was followed by a roundtable discussion.

13. Budapesti Zsidé
és Izraeli Filmfesztival

2024. november 26 -
december 01.

A fesztivél ibwbdnike
K Y,

B

tépolgrmest

1 December 2024, Budapest

TLI’s Jewish Life Programme Manager, Eszter Susan’s article, titled “The Social Memory_of
Rural Jews in Hungary Since the Turn of the Millennium,” was published in the scientific
journal REGIO: Minorities, Culture, Politics, Society.

In December, two articles were published about the Shalomedu network and database: one
in Kibic Magazine, another in Szombat Magazine.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkp5fCufJjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwKvxRAza2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZxU3ClNDuA&t=4687s
https://regio.tk.hu/article_author/susan-eszter/
https://regio.tk.hu/article_author/susan-eszter/
https://kibic.hu/2024/12/06/shalomedu-lathatobba-tenni-a-zsidosagrol-szolo-oktatasi-programokat/
https://www.szombat.org/kultura-muveszetek/kik-a-magyar-zsido-informalis-oktatas-mai-szereploi

TLI Staff

Director Anna-Maria Biro

Deputy Director Maté Fischer

Financial Manager Judit Vas

Head of Programmes Evelin Verhas (until January 2025)

David Gaspar (from July 2025)

Programme Manager for the
Human Rights of Minorities Marcus Oda

Programme Manager for Jewish Life Eszter Susan
Programme Manager for Roma Rights and Citizenship  Ildik6 Torok

Programme Assistant for Roma Rights and Citizenship,

and Jewish Life Natalia Pados
Programme Co-ordinator Nikoletta Kroo
Administrative and Financial Assistant Nodra Szentkuti

If you would like to join TLI as
an intern or fellow, please
send us your CV and letter of

motivation (in English).

TOM LANTOS INSTITUTE | 1062 Budapest, Bajza utca 44. Hungary
info@tomlantosintitute.hu | www.tomlantosinstitute.hu
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